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Community pushes
back against Amazon
plans in Lawrenceville

By Dave Breingan Lawrenceville United

Perspective/Lawrenceville - Community
members are pushing back against Ama-
zon’s plans for a last-mile delivery station
at the former Sears Outlet on 51st St.

Neighbors cite concerns about the way
Amazon treats its employees - not to men-
tion the corporation’s inconsistencies on
“responsible development” and [lack of]
follow-through with local hiring commit-
ments - and the impact its proposed facil-
ity could have on Lawrenceville’s mobility,
air quality, and small business community.

During an online community meeting
held by Lawrenceville United (LU) and
Lawrenceville Corporation (LC) in June,
Amazon representatives shared a pro-
posed site plan. They also shared the de-
tails of a daily operation that included the

deployment of 75-150 delivery vans (con-

See Amazon Facility | page 2

ABOVE: with arms wide open, (from left to right) Bobbi Williams, Samira Mendoza, Nina Barbuto, and Sophie Barner welcome visitors to
Williams® “Fantastical Realms” show at Assemble. Check out more of the September Unblurred action on page 14. Photo by Kenneth Neely.

ABOVE: Lawrenceville volunteers savor the sweet smell of victory as they bid farewell to a
pile of garbage during the Garbage Olympics on Sept. 18. Photo courtesy of Madeline Weiss.

Councilman Burgess shares insights on
city budget woes, Garfield’s needs

By Joe Reuben Bulletin contributor

Pittsburgh — During a virtual meeting with staff members of the Bloomfield-Garfield
Corporation (BGC), Councilman Rev. Ricky Burgess recently tempered expectations
on what he or the city will be able to do in providing more resources for projects and
services for the Garfield neighborhood in the coming year.

Burgess stated that, while the city just received the first installment of $335 million from
the federal government under the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) this summer, the
drop-off in the revenues that the city collects from various taxes is going to continue
burdening the city as the COVID-19 pandemic drags on.

Although real estate tax revenues have remained steady, the councilman said that park-
ing, amusement, and wage taxes have stagnated.

“In all honesty, I would say that in 2024 and 2025, if the falloft in revenues hasn’t turned
around, the city could still be looking at barely being able to meet expenses,” Burgess

contended. “We won't have the ARPA funds .
See Councilman Burgess | page 4
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Am azo n FaCi I ity continued from page 1

ducting routes for 10-hour shifts) within
a 40-minute radius, in addition to 12-20
long-haul, overnight trucks dropping off
products to the facility.

The Lawrenceville community first be-
came aware of Amazon’s plans for the site
in December 2020, when The Pittsburgh
Business Times reported that the online
retail giant had entered into a lease for the
entire 330,000-square-foot warehouse at
27 51st Street.

Based on over 320 responses to a commu-
nity survey [conducted by LU and LC], as
well as comments from the June meeting
and suggestions from the neighborhood
organizations, Amazon’s current plans
are opposed by a strong majority of local
community members.

Many respondents seem wary of adding
more vehicles to Lawrenceville’s already
congested streets - especially when the
City’s Climate Action Plan has set a goal
to reduce vehicle trips and when commu-
nity plans focus on improving safety, ac-
cessibility, and walkability.

Neighbors fear how additional vehicles
will exacerbate the neighborhood’s poor
air quality, create noise pollution, place

a burden on public infrastructure, and
require seas of parking lots that not only
block connections to the riverfront but
also contribute to stormwater manage-
ment problems.

“The Lawrenceville community has spent
so many volunteer hours creating a sus-
tainable vision and plan for our neigh-
borhood,” Bruce Chan, a Lawrenceville
resident who is no stranger to community
planning meetings, noted. “It’s just sad to
see all that effort, time, and advocacy be
disregarded by a big private corporation
in the blink of an eye. It doesn’t speak well
to Amazon’s claims of wanting to be part
of our community”

Feeling the impact of Amazon during
a pandemic, many small businesses are
struggling to survive.

As one survey respondent wrote of the
plans: “there will be no foot traffic, or dol-
lars, going into local small businesses. Us-
ing this as an Amazon facility robs Pitts-
burgh of the opportunity to put money
back into the local industry”

Veterinarian Aileen Ruiz is worried about
how the new traffic patterns will affect her
clients at Big Easy Animal Hospital, which

is located adjacent to the proposed facility.

“Dealing with traffic related to Amazon
will not only impact critical cases that
need to be seen at Big Easy Animal Hos-
pital, but also endanger the wellbeing of
any elderly [persons] or children bringing
their pets to our facility;” she said.

The Upper Lawrenceville Vision Plan, a
defining document for the neighborhood,
embraces the neighborhood’s history of
industry and manufacturing, and sees a
future where community and industry
can build on a coexisting harmony.

Lifelong Lawrenceville resident June
Coyne-Givens [sister to the late Aggie
Brose, former Deputy Director of the
Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation] is a
proud, self-described union family mem-
ber.

Looking back on her 25 years’ worth
of memories working at the Sears Out-
let building, which Amazon now leases,
Coyne-Givens praised how Sears offered
jobs to working-class families in her
neighborhood. “We were getting good
wages. My first husband died in 1983,
when I was 50, she explained. “By the
skin of my teeth, and by Sears, I was able
to hold onto my house”

The distribution center had employed
neighbors with physical and intellectual
disabilities for many years, Coyne-Givens
said.

“It was a place where you were respected,’
she noted. “I don’t know Amazon; I only

Wanted: Office Attendant

Guest Relations (Lawrenceville)

Part time; 25-30 hours/week

Responsibilities include: supporting front
desk operations, registration of guests, and
administrative & data entry.

Must be able to work some evenings and
weekends. Customer service experience
preferred; must be reliable and detail-ori-
ented.

Criminal background check (clearances 33 &
34 required) for all job candidates.

Contact Becky at 412-246-1102; email your
resume to becky@rmhcpgh-mgtn.org.

know Sears. If they would be as good as
Sears, I'd support them?”

Many local residents question the job
sustainability that Amazon has touted,
noting the company’s reputation for high
turnover rates and automation, its oppo-
sition to unionization efforts, and compa-
ny-wide working conditions that have led
to Amazons’s injury rate being [reportedly]
double the industry standard.

“As someone who worked at family-sup-
porting, unionized trucking jobs - once
prominent in Lawrenceville - I know that
the hoped-for jobs with Amazon are not
only low-wage, and physically brutal, but
also temporary,” local resident Mel Pack-
er said. “There is no job security pledged
with Amazon.”

Years of public vetting culminated [in
2020] in conditional zoning approvals for
an office flex space from developer Spear
Street Capital. These prior plans had in-
cluded more than a dozen hard-won com-
munity benefits, including the creation
of public amenities along the riverfront,
investment in public infrastructure to
improve pedestrian safety, and the con-
tracting of minority- and women-owned
businesses.

By contrast, a representative from Ama-
zon struck a different tone in presenting
the company’s plans to the community in
June; they committed to only one of the
community benefits previously negotiated
with Spear Street: a riverfront bike/pedes-
trian trail.

Community members, however, are not
waiting for Amazon to redefine their
streets. They are taking this time to build
a collective power and voice, while simul-
taneously launching working groups, a
petition, and the “Lawrenceville Amazon
Response Fund” to help cover legal costs,
in an effort to level the playing field with
one of the world’s largest companies.

More info about Amazons plans, plus
links to sign the petition and donate to the
Lawrenceville Amazon Response Fund,
can be found at LUnited.org/Amazon. To
get involved with a working group and at-
tend a meeting, please contact LU at 412-
802-7220 or info@LUnited.org. ¢

MONTHLY BLOOD DRIVE
IN BLOOMFIELD

Bloomfield Development Corporation invites local residents to
participate in its monthly blood drive - held every third Thursday,
from 2-7 p.m. - behind the WPH Nursing School (4921 Mend Way).
Visit vitalant.org or call 412-209-7000 to make an appointment.
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Introducing BGC Greenzone & Safety
Coordinator Madeline Weiss

By Madeline Weiss Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation

Garfield - 'm happy to introduce myself
as the Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation’s
(BGC) new Greenzone & Safety Coordi-
nator, and I'm really looking forward to
getting to know all of you as we work to-
gether to transform the Greenzone into
something truly spectacular.

For the past three years, I worked as an
organizer [here in Pittsburgh] for water
issues, including affordable rate struc-
tures, lead in drinking water, and green
infrastructure. Now that I get to work on
the types of projects I spent so long ad-
vocating for, 'm enjoying the new chal-
lenge here at the BGC.

I want to make sure Garfield residents
have access to sustainable technologies
that can help them navigate our chang-
ing climate as much as possible. Many of
these technologies are simpler than you
might think. By planning gardens and
organizing tree plantings, we can help better manage our stormwater, prevent flooding,
improve air quality, and increase the quality of life for Garfield residents.

ABOVE: Madeline Weiss is the BGC’s new
Greenzone ¢ Public Safety Coordinator.
Photo courtesy of Madeline Weiss.

While I acknowledge that green spaces represent just one piece of the puzzle for every
Pittsburgh neighborhood, I'm nevertheless excited to help work out what neighbors
want, and where they want it applied, to really explore all the possibilities for Garfield.
I think these spaces should be fun, enjoyable, community-managed and -controlled,
and ultimately usable in new ways.

When I'm not busy at work, I like going on walks and hikes, watching movies, spending
time with friends & family (including my two cats), playing games, and much more. I
hope to meet you soon, and I'm eager to learn more about your goals for the neighbor-
hood. Feel free to email me at Madeline@Bloomfield-Garfield.org.

Together, we can work on making lasting improvements to the Garfield Greenzone. ¢
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Thank You!

The Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation (BGC) would like to acknowledge
its corporate and philanthropic partners: PNC Bank, Dollar Bank, Key Bank, Poise
Foundation, Highmark Health Foundation, Standard Bank Foundation, Program to
Aid Citizen Enterprise, The Pittsburgh Foundation, PNC Foundation, and The Heinz
Endowments. Thanks also to the City of Pittsburgh, The Bulletin’s advertisers, and
the BGC’s local partners in community development for their ongoing support.




4 the Bulletin | October 2021
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to prop up the budget as we do now. So to find money for the types of projects or level
of services that all the neighborhoods are expecting, or asking for, could remain very
problematic. We'll just have to see”

Burgess, who was re-elected last year to a third term on Council, said that the coming
change in mayoral administrations also introduces a measure of uncertainty as to what
the city’s fiscal priorities will be in the future. Ed Gainey, the ared’s state representative,
and Tony Moreno, a retired city police officer, will be squaring off in the November
mayoral election. Burgess said whoever wins is likely to re-shape the landscape of capital
spending to fit what they see as the priorities for attention.

Burgess also addressed the following issues:

Implementing the plan to improve Fort Pitt Ballfield

A year-long community process yielded a plan for major improvements to the ballfield
facility on Hillcrest St. Included in the plan is the possibility of an artificial playing sur-
face that would greatly enhance the field’s utility to the Garfield Gators football program
and others. At the moment, Burgess noted, there are no funds in the city’s 2022 capital
budget to move that project into the design and engineering phase. The councilman said
he would attempt to find at least $150,000 to move the project forward.

Addressing infrastructure and maintenance needs

Burgess was told that many Garfield residents are disheartened by the city’s failure to
cut hundreds of vacant lots that have fallen into its possession, along with its failure to
repair broken sidewalks and steps that can make it difficult to traverse the upper part of
the neighborhood. Fort Pitt Park, which encircles much of Fort Pitt Ballfield, has seen
no investment for decades. Burgess acknowledged that there are residents hoping to see
a “green zone” preserved in the community, but cautioned that the city does not have
the money at present to clean up lots or remove debris or invasive species from wooded
areas. He said the community is going to have to press its case with various city depart-
ments if any of this is to change, including providing for walking trails and other outdoor
amenities. Council is not going to make additional budgetary dollars available, he main-
tained, unless they are in response to requests from department directors.

Burgess made a point of saying that while many residents see the city’s name [on the
county’s assessment registry] as the owner of record for hundreds of vacant lots, “the
reality is the city does not have clear title to them. Therefore, the city could not transfer
these lots, for other parties to steward, or develop, without taking several years to do the
necessary title work.

Empowering the city land bank to take control of vacant lots

With Council’s approval of the ARPA spending plan back in July, $10 million is destined
for the city’s land bank, now housed at the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), to
spend between now and 2025. Burgess, a land bank board member, said no plan is yet in
place for how those dollars will be utilized. When a BGC staff member raised the pros-
pect of the land bank using those funds to help purchase hundreds of vacant lots from

YOUR AD HERE

THOUSANDS OF BULLETIN READERS
CAN ALMOST SEE IT NOW

ADVERTISE IN OUR MONTHLY PUBLICATION TO MAKE THINGS
HAPPEN FOR YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS. TO LEARN MORE,
CONTACT ANDREW AT 412-441-6950 (EXT. 113) OR
ANDREW®BLOOMFIELD-GARFIELD.ORG.

ABOVE: The house on the left is a vacant, city-owned property in the 4900 block of Broad St.
in Garfield. Photo by Andrew McKeon.

the city that could then be sold off or re-purposed for other uses, Burgess indicated that
he could not say for certain if that would be the eventual outcome from the deployment
of the ARPA funds.

Burgess said he had to “fight with other Council members” to get those resources allo-
cated for the land bank’s operation, the staffing of which is now at a minimal level. He
recommended that the BGC and other organizations not refer to the ARPA funding
that agencies or departments got from Council when pitching specific programs, proj-
ects, or needs in their communities. Instead, he advised: “present to [those agencies or
departments] what it is you want to see happen in your community, and then let them
determine where they find the money to do it”

Replenishing URA loan programs for low-income homeowners

During the meeting with the councilman, a BGC staff member stated that the URA is
out of money for loans to low-income homeowners - monies that could help them make
crucial repairs to their properties — and that Council's ARPA spending plan made no
allowance for this need. Burgess reiterated his stance about dropping any reference to
the ARPA when talking about such issues, saying he realizes the lack of funding may be
a serious problem, but also pointing out that Council did send over $70 million to the
URA from its ARPA relief funds.

In order to replenish the loan program in question, he said, the URA must agree to shift
funds away from other programs that the ARPA funding could be used to fill. “They’ll
have more flexibility to do that, more so than coming back to Council and asking us to
amend what it is that we already approved,” he contended. “So you're going to need to let
them make those decisions and see where it goes. If there is a great demand for a pro-
gram like that, as ’'m certain there is, then they’ll find the money for it” ¢

Celebrating 23 years of
serving the community.

Thanks for your
continued support!
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‘Why | joined the BGC’:
Board Member Liz Rosevear

BELOW: BGC Board Member Liz Rosevear enjoys the great outdoors with her canine com-
panion. Photo courtesy of Nina Gibbs.

Garfield - Ever since I moved to Pittsburgh, the Penn Avenue business district has
played a huge role in my life.

My first job here was with PULSE (Pittsburgh Urban Leadership Service Experience,
5151 Penn Ave.), and my husband and I have truly enjoyed the opportunities to try so

many new foods, take art classes, and make friends thanks to the small businesses in
Garfield.

I joined the board of the Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation as a way of giving back to
the very community that welcomed me when I first moved here. We are so fortunate to
have such a diverse and strong business district along Penn Avenue.

It deserves to be protected for future generations of entrepreneurs and community
members to enjoy. ¢

Over the last ninety years, Shirley Gleditsch has touched many lives. So

many, in fact, that she received over 100 birthday cards from friends and

family this year. Shirley would like to thank everyone who sent their love.

Thank You!

Thank Youl!
Thank You!

Thanks to all of you for joining me in the
celebration of my 90th birthday. Each day of
my life, l am reminded of my good fortunein

having you as friends.
- Shirley Gleditsch
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Making a case for the Garfield Greenzone

By Madeline Weiss Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation

Perspective/Garfield - Working on community development often involves advocating
for housing, transportation, and economic justice - all three of which can be improved
by creating and maintaining functional green spaces in our communities.

As we look towards an uncertain future with climate change, having more green spac-
es is vital to weathering the storm. In Pittsburgh, rainfall is projected to increase in
the coming years, putting more pressure on the city’s already overburdened drainage
systems. We can also expect to see higher temperatures, more air pollution, and unpre-

ABOVE: Garfield volunteers shows team spirit after cleaning up at the Garbage Olympics
on Sept. 18. Renee Robinson (fourth from left) was instrumental in organizing the clean-up
event. Photo courtesy of Madeline Weiss.

dictable weather patterns.

Green spaces can help alleviate these problems by reducing heat, purifying the air, col-
lecting rainwater, and much more, but there are undeniable benefits beyond these more
direct impacts. Trees and other vegetation are beneficial for businesses and residents
alike, making neighborhoods more inviting and encouraging foot traffic.

In Garfield, we have been working on pollinator gardens, which are a beautiful way to
help the local ecology recover from man-made impacts on the environment. Increasing
tree canopy is important for local wildlife and habitats, and we have the opportunity to
increase the number of healthy trees and reduce invasive vegetation. The choices are not
quite endless, but a plethora of options will allow us to enjoy green spaces alongside our
animal neighbors, who also need spaces to live.

The best part about green space is that with maintenance, it can grow and improve over
time instead of deteriorating like traditional infrastructure. It is a wise investment in
the future of Garfield and other neighborhoods across the city. We are lucky to have
designated spaces to work on in Garfield, and there is always a lot that we can get ac-
complished. We can work together on making sure urban trails go in as planned, to
provide more recreation and access across the neighborhood. We have the ability to add
outdoor museums, performance spaces, areas for sports and play, and so much more.

The Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation has plenty of opportunities to get involved in the
stewardship of these spaces, and we need community voices and support to create a
functional Greenzone that could be replicated in other city neighborhoods.

There is still a lot to learn, and a lot of heavy lifting left to do but, by working together,
we can develop a space that benefits everyone in Garfield. To join in, contact me at
Madeline@Bloomfield-Garfield.org. 4

“Like” the Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation

(Facebook.com/BloomGarCorp)
for the latest neighborhood information and community updates.
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Garfield residents encouraged to pursue
‘Real Estate Co-Powerment Series’

A Message from the Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation

Garfield - The “Real Estate Co-Powerment Series” of courses, offered by Omicelo Cares
& Neighborhood Allies, is intended to demystify the real estate development process.

Through class instruction and mentorship, the courses demonstrate how community
members, organizations, and small business owners can participate and benefit from
their own neighborhood’s revitalization.

Please note that there are only 25 available seats for each cohort. The first 15 slots are
reserved for residents/business owners in Garfield, where the series will be held. An
additional 10 seats are available for individuals residing outside of Garfield.

Course topics include real estate basics, proforma development, community engage-
ment, transactional law, tax credits, financial training, zoning, and green building.

The fee for the course is $200; food and drinks are provided. Classes will begin at 6 p.m.
on Thursday, Oct. 26, at the BGC’s Community Activity Center (113 N. Pacific Ave.) in
Garfield. Scholarships are available to those in need.

In order to be considered for a scholarship, please submit a letter of recommendation
from a community-based organization and/or employer. The series only costs $50 with
a letter from the BGC. Email Paris@bloomfield-garfield.org with any questions. ¢

The Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation
has a monthly email newsletter!

Subscribe at bit.ly/bgc_email to get
the latest community news delivered
to your inbox every month.
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PGH native opens ‘beSOCIAL community

hub in East Liberty

By Elizabeth Sensky East Liberty Development, Inc.

East Liberty - Streetwear entrepreneur James Whitner is coming back, and giving
back, to his Pittsburgh roots with the creation of two new “beSocial” community
hubs, one in East Liberty and the other in West Mifflin.

The Mon-View Heights native rose to fame in the retail world with his award-win-
ning company, The Whitaker Group, which runs the stores Social Status, APB, A
Ma Maniére, and Prosper.

Since 2017, Whitner has been developing his organization’s nonprofit division, the
Whitaker Charitable Project, by opening community spaces alongside his Social
Status stores all across the country. It’s an extension of Whitner’s retail philosophy
- one that looks to offer customers more than just new sneakers and clothes.

As he told Pittsburgh’s 90.5 WESA, “[The goal is] to help create an ecosystem for
the consumer to not just take money out of their pocket, but as we take money out
of their pocket, we put information and resources back into them and their lives”

Growing up in Pittsburgh in the 1990s, Whitner understands the value of those
resources, which were not accessible to him when he was coming of age. His story
of hardship - financial pressures led Whitner to get involved in street life and face
incarceration in his early twenties - has been well-documented.

BELOW: The new beSOCIAL space (5929 Penn Ave.) is an
East Liberty community hub. Photo courtesy of beSOCIAL.
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Fast forward to today, and his journey to foster change in the city and beyond
has taken center stage. The East Liberty neighborhood that Whitner once saw,
firsthand, struggling with the same challenges of crime and low opportunity as his
Mon-View community, is now the site of his first remodeled space in Pittsburgh.

It is a full-circle opportunity for him to take an active role in the neighborhood’s
rebirth. Located at 5929 Penn Avenue in East Liberty, the space itself features,
among other things, sleek white desks where people can gather to work, and a
flatscreen display for presentations.

Both of the new beSocial hubs/spaces will provide kids with mentorship groups,
exposure to entrepreneurial opportunities, annual back-to-school activities, and
other educational programming and events on an ongoing basis. Most programs
will be open to all ages, with special attention to middle school and high school-
aged children. Above the East Liberty beSocial space, Whitner and his team also
created 38a, a new art gallery and programming space for emerging artists.

“The space not only showcases local and national artists, but will also house a res-
idency program that gives local artists and curators the professional tools needed
to navigate the business side of art while honing their creative skills,” the beSocial
team explained. “Both community spaces will serve as a way to connect people to
something bigger than themselves.”

- continued on next page -
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‘We want to be a space where the community BELOW: Tre beSOCIAL co-working space is outfitted with sleek white furniture and a huge
can gather to activate tangible change, flatscreen. Photo courtesy of beSOCIAL.
especially for the Black community.

- beSOCIAL team

- continued from previous page -

The first 38a show ran from August to September, featuring photographs of East
Liberty by local photographer Dominick McDuffie.

Whitner’s bigger vision with beSocial is to reach whole families through youth
programming. As he told The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette recently: “That one child, in
an afterschool program, represents a family - the mother, the father, the cousin, the
grandmother”

By eventually working to provide educational programming for adults around fi-
nancial literacy, professional development, homeownership, mental health, and
other topics, Whitner hopes the centers can make an impact across generations.

In East Liberty specifically, “ours is more than just a pretty space and building that
houses cool things,” the beSocial team emphasized. “We want to be a space where
the community can gather to activate tangible change, especially for the Black
community. We hope to add resources, visibility, and exposure as a networking
hub for East Liberty, as the city continues to grow and attract diverse people and
talent from across the nation and region.”

Whitner and his team encourage anyone interested in beSocial to stop by the new
East Liberty space at 5929 Penn Avenue (Monday through Saturday, from 12-7
p.m., and Sunday from 12-5 p.m.) to learn more about the community hub and get
involved with its upcoming programs and events. ¢
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Shori Sims: BOOM Concepts artist-in-residence

By Tereneh Idia BOOM Concepts

Garfield - Shori Sims launched her ca-
reer as a visual artist back when she just
a kindergarten student. During nap time,
when all the lights were off and heads
were meant to be down, Sims was busy
coloring.

Since then, however, her path to becoming
an artist has not exactly been encouraged.

ABOVE: shori Sims aims to create new
sculptural works during her artist residen-
cy in Garfield. Photo courtesy of BOOM
Concepts.

“When I was younger, my schools tried
to dissuade me from going into art. Basi-
cally, everyone was saying, ‘Oh, you're not
going to make any money, and there’s no
jobs in it, blah blah blah, you can’t be an

artist,” Sims recalled.

As she progressed through middle school
and high school, the young artist started
thinking about what she would do when
she grew up, knowing full well that her
heart was in the arts.

Unfettered by the naysayers, Sims is now
in her senior year of studies at Carnegie
Mellon University. She is also BOOM
Concepts’ (5139 Penn Ave.) artist-in-res-
idence through November.

In addition to her work as a visual artist
- drawing, painting, sculpture, mixed me-
dia - Sims is also a talented writer.

“My writing connects with my artistic
practice. For me, I really have to write to
make art. The writing is such a necessary
intro because I have been a writer my en-
tire life;” Sims explained.

“My way of making, my way of under-
standing what I am making, because I
have to understand what I make...there
has to be a reason behind it”

Her work explores popular culture, ret-
ro advertisements, beauty, the cosmos,
Blackness, Black feminism, Marxist theo-
ry, the cyber world, and futurism.

Sims’ theory of a cyber future as a new
form of nature, with Black women as the
creatures of that future, asks the question:
“Who better to create a new form of na-
ture than the mothers of humanity, Black

an appointment.

MONTHLY BLOOD DRIVE IN BLOOMFIELD

Bloomfield Development Corporation invites local residents to participate in its
monthly blood drive - held every third Thursday, from 2-7 p.m. - behind the WPH
Nursing School (4921 Mend Way). Visit vitalant.org or call 412-209-7000 to make

women?”

For the duration of her residency at Gar-
field's BOOM Concepts, Sims aims to cre-
ate and exhibit new sculptural works that
look towards the future.

Moving forward with her five-year plan
has proven difficult during the pandemic.

“I realized that I can’t control what hap-
pens in five years, so I've been focusing on
trying to see what I can do in the present,”
Sims said.

She hopes the residency can also help her
achieve a personal goal: applying to and
attending graduate school.

So many opportunities await this already
accomplished young artist.

When she contemplates what success
might look like, Sims pictures a very
unique vessel.

“I'll know that I've been successful when I
can afford to make a glass boat,” she not-
ed. “Having the backing and the resources
required to create a boat made of glass, or
mirrors, like an installation [is] when T’ll
know that I've reached my goals because
I'll have the resources and knowledge. T'll
have these people that are willing to help
me, and that’s how I'll know that I've suc-
ceeded” ¢

Follow the Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation
on Twitter (@BloomGarCorp)

D’Alessandro Funeral Home
& Crematory Ltd.

“Always a Higher Standard”

Dustin A. D’Alessandro, Supervisor
Daniel T. D’Alessandro, Funeral Director
4522 Butler St. ® Pittsburgh, PA 15201
Phone: 412-682-6500 ® Fax: 412-682-6090
www.dalessandroltd.com ® dalessandrofh@aol.com
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Bloomfield welcomes Heather Hanus,
new Saturday Market coordinator

By Morgan Rothacker Bloomfield Development Corporation

Bloomfield - Heather Hanus, who was re-
cently hired by Bloomfield Development
Corporation (BDC)], is the new Program
Coordinator of the neighborhood’s Satur-
day Market (5050 Liberty Ave.).

Drawing on her experience in local food
co-ops and community gardens, along
with a diverse background working with

ABOVE: Heather Hanus, Program Coordi-
nator for the Bloomfield Saturday Market.
Photo courtesy of BDC.

>

programs like “Food Not Bombs,” Hanus
is well aware of the disconnect between:
1) wanting to solve the issue of food des-
erts, and 2) providing communities with
the resources necessary to sustain these
new solutions. She looks to expand the
market’s impact while also helping BDC
establish effective, equitable food pro-
grams throughout the city.

“I believe in working with local stakehold-
ers, Hanus said, “to nurture the social,
economic, and environmental well-be-
ing of their communities and small-scale
food producers.”

She moved to Pittsburgh in order to
pursue a master’s degree in Food Stud-
ies at Chatham University. While living
in Bloomfield, Hanus discovered BDC’s
weekly market on Liberty Avenue.

“Its such an incredible opportunity to
center access for folks, vendors and cus-
tomers alike, who have historically expe-
rienced theft of their farm land,” she ex-
plained.

The market operates each Saturday
[through Nov. 20] from 9 am. - 1 p.m.
Visit bloomfieldpgh.org to learn more. ¢
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Meet our new pastor, Rev. Donn E. Woolweber

November Bulletin Deadline: Friday, Oct. 15
Download advertising information: bit.ly/bulletin_ad
Download guidelines for stories, photos, and notices: bit.ly/bulletin_news

Assemble, 1Hood win ‘Moonshot’
grants supporting youth programs

A Message from Remake Learning

East End - To build a better tomorrow - one that tackles challenges, pursues bold ideas,
and opens the door to new possibilities for students - Remake Learning has awarded
more than $500,000 in the second phase of Moonshot Grants to nine schools and ed-
ucational nonprofits in southwestern Pennsylvania and north-central West Virginia.

Assemble and 1Hood Media Academy are two of nine schools and educational non-
profits to receive funding and take advantage of this opportunity.

Headquartered in the city’s East End, both awardees will host projects where learners
develop problem-solving communication & artistic skills while also exploring effective
ways to embrace diversity in their neighborhoods.

Through a partnership with The Legacy Arts Project and other training partners, As-
semble’s “The Ramp Up Fellowship” will work with youths in their communities and
help create their own “manifestos for learning” Assemble aims to help kids build their
confidence through making and STEAM learning experiences.

Through its “Youth Art & Activism” project, IHood Media Academy will challenge tra-
ditional notions of positive youth development, cultural literacy, and student success
by experimenting with an alternative pilot program. The participant-led programming
will be devoted to social justice, civic engagement, and community service. ¢
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Real Estate Sales (for the month of August 2021)

- Bloomfield, Friendship, Garfield, East Liberty, Lawrenceville, ¢ Stanton Heights -

Compiled by Lillian Denhardt, Residential Realtor

Bloomfield

Arsenal Collective LLC to Zachary V Lash at
4211 Milgate St. for $289,500.

Battle M & Carol Finelli Brown to Johnna
Jackson at 375 S. Pacific Ave. for $686,500.

Carol A & Barbara A Phelps Adams to Pearl
134 LLC at 134 Pear]l St. for $163,000.

Carol A Adams to Torley 4633 LLC at 4633
Torley St. for $150,000.

Charles N Morse to Paige A Anderson at 3922
Woolslayer Way for $200,000.

Hannah Makarevich to Sarah Joan Sadler at
320 Darsie St. for $250,000.

Ilario Mario Silla to Pearl 409 Orwell 404 LLC
at 409 Pearl St. for $370,000.

Ilario Silla to Pearl 409 Orwell 404 LLC at 404
Orwell Way for $370,000.

Madrone Property Holdings Inc to Torley
4629 LLC at 4629 Torley St. for $170,000.

Nehemiah Homes LLC to Joseph Rosenbloom
at 465 Taylor St. for $185,000.

Reginald D Myers Sr to Torley 4631 LLC at
4631 Torley St. for $165,000.

Thomas J Hussar to Michael R Worth at 4825
Sciota St. for $300,000.

Friendship

Amittai Axelrod to Christopher James Zhang
at 150 Stratford Ave. for $1,000,000.

D Matthew Shaffer to Adam J & Alisse H
Janicki at 353 S. Graham St. for $505,000.

Harry & Mollie Daniels to Mark Daniels at
332 S. Negley Ave. for $150,000.

Garfield

N & B Management Company LLC to Open
Hand Ministries Inc at 5310 Kincaid St. for
$30,500.

Thomas A Raith to Licinia Holdings LLC at
4814 Dearborn St. for $125,000.

Tiny Owl LLC to Stay With Us One LLC at
223 N. Atlantic Ave. for $160,000.

Vivian O Benjamin to Kyle Fisk at 4923
Broad St. for $120,000.

Yao Yao to Karen Orton and Rich Addison at
5018 Broad St. for $200,000.

East Liberty
Ashley & Shawn Moorefield to Diversified
Residential Homes 2 LLC at 376 Enright Ct.
for $122,500.

Diana Camp to Oliver Wesley M & Kathleen
at 5712 Hays St. for $541,750.

East Liberty Development Inc to Citemotion
LLC at 5624 Rural St. for $98,000.

East Liberty Development Incorporated
to Alyson L Lush at 474 Enright Ct. for
$184,900.

Eric W & Veronica A Amundson to Kincaid
Investments LLC at 5709 Rippey St. for
$270,000.

Urban Redevelopment Authority Of Pitts-
burgh to Harvard Beatty Housing LLC at
205-233 N. Beatty St. for $400,000.

Lawrenceville

1301 Grandview I LLC to Concetta L Placone
at 3929 Liberty Ave. for $510,000.

5515 Butler Street Development LP to Emily
Brant at 5577 Berlin Way for $529,900.

5515 Butler Street Development LP to Susan
Christine Marie Townsend at 5587 Berlin
Way for $579,975.

Benjamin ] Yaroch to Christopher D Stack at
3607 Butler St. Unit 200 for $305,000.

Butler Street Associates LLC to Shreshth R
& Rakhi S Upadhyay at 3513 Butler St. for
$953,000.

Carlos Evelyn Raupach to Elmer & Donna
Nahum at 196 36th St. Unit 2F for $257,000.

Ceejae LLC to Gregory A Forsyth at 166 42nd
St. for $389,500.

Charles W Honse JR to Charles M Horowitz
at 5634 Donson Way for $225,000.

Darlene F Klocek to Leonard Rzoski at 5263
Keystone St. for $100,000.

Dexter Lake Associates LLC to Rc Capital
Management LLC at 4800 Baum Blvd for
$3,156,766.

Edward J & Gail P Moschetti to Bosphorus
Properties LLC at 5102 Butler St. for
$270,000.

Gerald P & Pamela Ann Wilson to Aarkat
LLC at 5255 Butler St. for $675,000.

Gregory A Forsyth to Erik S Oas at 127 1/2
Almond Way for $249,900.

Jerad Paul Bachar to Dylan Caplan at 5146
Carnegie St. for $505,000.

Joseph M Seminara to Geneva 4042 LLC at
4042-4044 Geneva St. for $400,000.

Joseph R Thaman to Casey ] Estep at 4413
Butler St. Unit 3 for $315,000.

Kathryn E Klie to Chloe Lisbeth Papke at 717
52nd St. for $272,000.

Limerick Property Management LLC to Sean
Daru at 4840 Hatfield St. for $295,000.

Margaret M Osche to Daniel Rose at 4230
Post St. for $242,000.

Mark K Connolly to Melinda ] Willoughby at
187 1/2 34th St. for $345,000.

Matthew J Bochkoris to Mark Cox at 271 38th
St. for $750,000.

Michele A & Michael D Walsh Ramski to 175
42nd Street LLC at 175 42nd St. for $200,000.

Rd Real Estate Debt Fund II LP to Daniel
Jackson at 5227 Duncan St. for $610,000.

Rose Kenbok to McChow Holdings LLC at
284 Main St. for $212,000.

Russell A & Paulette M Clementoni to Alex
R Clementoni at 3827 Liberty Ave. for
$360,000.

Stacie R Ley to Emily Ann Vertosick at 302
45th St. for $349,000.

Wylie Holdings LP to Jacob Wayne Ward at

226 Main St. for $525,000.

Stanton Heights

Andre Henderson to Adrian & Danielle
Redman at 4380 Coleridge St. for $52,000.

Casa Renovata LLC to Samiram Saghafi at
5323 McCandless Ave. for $387,500.

Maurice Bajcz to David Ribera at 4730
Coleridge St. for $235,000.

This column uses data from Allegheny
County that contains occasional errors. We
strive for accuracy every month so, if some-
thing looks off, please let us know.

For questions, comments, or just to chat
about real estate in your neighborhood, email
Lillian at lillian@agent-lillian.com or call
412-335-6068.

Local Services

Hauling/Cleanup

We clear basements, yards,
garages, attics, estates, etc.

East, Reliable, Reasonable

Also demolition work, lawn maintenance

412-687-6928 Call Walt 412-773-0599

Pro Tec Pest &
Termite Service

“Quality Service at an Affordable Price”

John Cygnarowicz
412-628-6893
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ABOVE: Kraynick’s bike shop (5003 Penn
Ave.) grills up some tasty grub.

Ugly Concrete?

Steps, Ret.Walls, Pads, Foundations,

Driveways, Sidewalks, and more!

Concrete Repair &

Restoration

Don't replace your ugly concrete!

Repair! It will save you money!
412-734-5432
johnshomeimprovement.org
PA# 050547 Fully insured
Credit cards accepted

BELOW: Diners take in the festivities from Soju’s (4923 Penn Ave.) sidewalk seating area.

Sept. 3 Unblurred: Penn Ave. in pictures

Photos by Kenneth Neely

ABOVE: 7he beer garden at Two Frays Brewery (5113 Penn Ave.) is buzzing with First
Friday/Unblurred energy on Friday, Sept. 3.

ABOVE: 4 deejay keeps the beat going at
5110 Penn Ave.
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Fall performances take center stage at Kelly Strayhorn Theater

A Message from Kelly Strayhorn Theater

East Liberty - After nearly two years apart, Kelly Strayhorn Theater (KST) is excited to
welcome all lovers of the arts back home to East Liberty this fall for an unforgettable
series of dance, art, and musical performances.

Masks will be required for both vaccinated and unvaccinated guests. “With the uncer-
tainty of the pandemic, our community’s health and safety come first for us at KST,
Joseph Hall, KST Executive Director, said. “Moving forward into our 2021-2022 season,
we will continue to closely follow the CDC and Allegheny County Health Department’s
guidelines to make sure that all of us can enjoy the performing arts without fear or un-
ease. All our performances, workshops, and classes will be masked because, to us, you
can’t have a great show without an audience who feels safe and at home”

Taking inspiration from the cultural tradition of Black homemaking, KST is affirming
itself as a home for artists, and a site of resistance, by birthing community-centered arts

where all are valued, with particular care for and nurturing of historically marginalized
folks.

Season events take place at both the Kelly Strayhorn Theater (5941 Penn Ave.) and
KST’s Alloy Studios (5530 Penn Ave.), unless otherwise noted.

Tickets are now on sale at kelly-strayhorn.org; they can also be purchased in person at
the event. Pricing is “Pay What Makes You Happy!,” a sliding scale of accessible price
points in order to truly welcome all to enjoy the arts. For full season details, and to pur-
chase tickets, visit kelly-strayhorn.org.

o Friday Oct. 1 & Saturday, Oct. 2: Freshworks Showing: Death Dream, featuring Ty
Greenwood and Cherish Morgan.

» Wednesday, Oct. 6: Wit(h)ness featuring Helga Davis, Wura-Natasha Ogunji, & Naima
Ramos-Chapman. Co-Presented with Center for African American Poetry & Poetics.

o Saturday, Oct. 9 - Sunday, Oct. 31: CIRCLES: reclamation visual arts exhibition,
featuring STAYCEE PEARL, Bekezela Mguni, Kitoko Chargois, sarah huny young.

Co-Presented with August Wilson African American Cultural Center.

o Saturday, Oct. 23, Halloween Mayhem, featuring Alumni Theater Company, Dave
English.

o Thursday Oct. 28 - Saturday, Oct. 30: CIRCLES: going in, featuring STAYCEE PEARL
dance project & Soy Sos, Co-Presented with August Wilson African American Cultural
Center.

o Friday, Nov. 5 & Saturday, Nov. 6, Freshworks Showing: 40412, featuring Livefromth-
ecity & Sheryland Neal.

o Wednesday, Nov. 10 - Saturday, Nov. 13: My People: A QTPOC Festival of the Arts,
featuring Kyle Abraham.

» Wednesday, Nov. 17, Synchronized with Soy Sos.

o Saturday, Nov. 20, Let’s Move Family Dance Party, featuring The Alloy School Show-
case.

« Saturday, Nov. 27, Suite Life: A Celebration of Billy Strayhorn and Gene Kelly. ¢
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Sounding Off: Spin scooters are good for Pittsburgh

By A. Neighbor Bulletin contributor

Perspective/Pittsburgh - The cold air greets me as I step out of my Garfield home. Today,
like so many other days, I make the decision to “Spin” as my form of transportation.

I open the Spin Scooter app on my phone, purchase a 24-hour “Spin Pass” for $25.99,
and walk to our neighborhood scooter hub at the corner of Penn Avenue and N.
Winebiddle Street. After unlocking the scooter and riding off onto a side street, 'm able
to plan my route to get Downtown. Today; it takes me through the Strip District via the
bike lanes of Liberty Avenue and Smallman Street.

As one of the many Pittsburghers that benefit from the multiple forms of alternative
transportation afforded by my location in the city (public transportation, ride sharing
apps, bicycling, walking, running, etc), these scooters are honestly my favorite form of
transportation right now.

While using them over the last few months, I've made some observations about the
way they fit in our city’s unique transit system. The main thing that I've noticed is that,
when used responsibly, the Spin scooters are a wonderful resource. Transportation is all
about access - whether it's about our access to the transportation system, or our ability

LOOKING TO SOUND OFF?
WE'RE HERE FOR IT!

ANYTHING FROM POTHOLES TO THE PANDEMIC IS FAIR GAME,
AS LONG AS IT'S A TOPIC THAT MATTERS TO YOU.

PLEASE SEND YOUR THOUGHTS TO:
BULLETINGBLOOMFIELD-GARFIELD.ORG

to access new destinations throughout the city by way of public transit.

Spin riders are often hourly workers commuting to their job, or a teen trying to get
to football practice, or even a married couple who just enjoy riding scooters together.
Many local residents have raised concerns about improper parking of the scooters, and
how some users are not following the rules of the road.

From one neighbor to another, this is how I see it: our job as neighbors is to make sure
that our “most livable city” is livable for absolutely everyone! That means being sensitive
to the experiences and needs of our neighbors, and gritting through the growing pains
of this new thing together.

Ultimately, this neighbor is sure that with proper education comes better compliance to
the rules. Over time, these scooters will become as stitched into the city’s transit system
as the Healthy Ride bicycles and Scoobi mopeds, both of which are now vital to serving
our public transportation needs. ¢

ABOVE: 4 Spin scooter; the city’s latest transportation alternative, awaits its next rider on
Edmond St. in Bloomfield. Photo by Andrew McKeon.




